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Minister launches ‘Enchanting Fermanagh’ audio trails
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On 9" February Tourism Minister Arlene Foster launched a new audio trail project to promote the Fermanagh Lakelands at
Enniskillen Castle. The Northern Ireland Tourist Board’s Tourism Innovation Fund is contributing £22,500 towards the ‘Enchanting
Fermanagh’ project. The project has developed three tourist trails stretching from west Fermanagh through to Upper Lough Erne.
A CD hasbeen produced to tell the stories, myths and legends of Fermanagh. They have been narrated by local storytellers and can
belistenedto by visitors as they drive around the county. Speaking at the Fermanagh County Museum, Arlene Foster said: “The
development of tourist trails and accompanying audio guides is an example of how innovative thinking can provide new ways
of promoting our attractions to domestic and overseas visitors. “It is our culture and heritage, our stories and characters,
which set Northern Ireland apart from any other destination. The ‘Enchanting Fermanagh’ project provides a modern way of
bringing these stories to life.”

Stories featured on the new CDinclude tales as varied as ‘The Happy Pigs of Inishcorkish’ featuring Pat O’'Doherty and his famous
Fermanagh Black Bacon, to Royal Scholars at Portora Royal School and Charlotte’s Rose Garden at Florencecourt House.

The launch event was attended by members of Fermanagh Lakeland Tourism and the many local people who told the stories which
are featured onthe CD. Guestswere also treated to some live story telling by Erne Heritage Tour Guides and enjoyed some tasty
local food prepared by Joe Kelly—Kitchen Academy. Tanya Cathcart, Marketing Manager, Fermanagh Lakeland Tourism said:

“I want to pay tribute to everyone involvedin the project, especially all the storytellers who helped to create new and
interesting memories for visitors about some of the well-known and, more importantly, some of the hidden gemsin the
county. “Itis thanks to NITB'’s Innovation Fund that this project was undertaken with match funding from Fermanagh District
Council. ‘Enchanting Fermanagh’ will provide another tool to market the region and give visitors a flavour of local stories,
myths andlegends.” Thetrails are available on CD and stocked in the Fermanagh Tourist Information Centre. They are also
featured on the home page of the Fermanagh Lakelands website fermanaghlakelands.com and very soon will be available as
Bluetooth downloadsin the Fermanagh TIC for the visitor to take away on their mobile phone, ipod and mp3 player.

Support for local businesses in tough times

‘Survive & Thrive'is a unique business mentoring programme designed to safequard and grow
businessesinthe Fermanagh and Omagh District Council areas. In developing theinnovative
programme Fermanagh and Omagh District Councils recognised the need to offer support for
local businesses, which have been facing tough challenges over the past number of years, to
survive and grow in the economic downturn. The programme aims not only to protect jobs and
create employment opportunities, but to assist small local firms to grow and become more
innovative by offering direct support through expert assistance on a one-to-one basis from a
wide range of business mentors.

Business Planning

The Survive & Thrive programme will work throughout the Fermanagh and Omagh District Sales
Council areas seeking businesses that require support to survive and grow and put appropriate Fundin
supportin place to enable this survival and growth. Business reviews will be completed for each g
participating business with the Project Co-ordinator who will develop a bespoke Action Plan Innovation
and arrange appropriate mentor support based on the needsidentified by the business. Marketing
The programmeis co-financed by the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Investment (DETI) 2 c c
through the European Sustainable Competitiveness Programme for Northern Ireland with Financial Planmng
match funding from Fermanagh District Council and Omagh District Council.

To get furtherinformation on the Survive & Thrive programme or to arrange a consultation with
the Project Co-ordinator contact Noelle McAloon on 07872 424246 or by email at
noelle.mcaloon@fermanagh.gov.uk.
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